Chapter 11
Working for Charlie

I went down to Jack Anderson's agaj,
and- the minute I stepped in to the Plag
Sam Noblets the bartender told me thep,
was ajob for me if T wanted it,a felj

with a team ang wagon to fetch his Wige
and family to town as he had quit his
job. and' his boss Charlie Davis had let
him use the team with the promise that
he would hire someone to bring the teay
back that wanteg & Jjob. Charlie's ranc .
was several miles. south of @recn river
city and east up. small sprtof canion

or valley called current creek.

I acecepted his offer and took charge

of ‘the team and sterted for the ranch
I erossed the bridge across green river
&t Green river: Chty and went southe as
directed until T came to a ford across,
the river again and followed up this
small stream called current ereek until

I came ‘to the ranch where Charlie soon 1
informed me I had come to the right pliges
as he knew the horses,we soon got acqud
ed and I began to work fop him at forty
dollars per month and my board,it was
8til) early in the sSpring of 1903 I thie
s0 we strted at other thing to get read
for the spring plowing,we built a shed
and ‘dld a 1it%le grubbing where we in- r
tended to do some plowing to plant oabs
This ranch was about nine miles lOﬂSf o
but very narrow as ‘it ‘was in a sort %ﬂ?‘
canlon,some places 1t was narpow and g
others it widened out and gave us o P |
to farm a little,it had been taken upmﬁ
some years bafore by nine different Sﬂ 2
and each man had built a log cabin

h
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other buildings, Charlie's company call-
Middle Sex Co. had bought them all

nd most of the old buildings had been
yrn down and moved to one central place
re Charlie lived with'his family or
er Bis family was there sometimes
sometimes his wife took the children
. llve at Brigheam City where they

ld go to 'school,however lrs Davis ws

) there when I arrived and stayedofor a
rt time and then left for Brigham City.
rlie's two partners in business was
and Bittenger two very wealthy men

. had other ranches in Colorado. Assoon
We could we began plowing and plant=-

- oats and repalring fences for he told
hat Mr. Comn had allowed the range

le to break down the fence the year
ore and had trampled and destroyed the
re. field of oats. When lambing starte
(The Co had several herds of sheep up
¢ Tthe ranchat a place called round
tain) Charlie told me I would have
get along as well as I could alone

“he must go up and ‘help with the lamb-
p for that is where we will make 'the

t money ,he said. The bob cats and
otes were very bad and they needed all
help they could get with the lambing
- bob cats especially were bad,they

ld catcha ewe that had recently lamb=-
and throw her on her back and eats

bag off to get the milk,so he went
‘there and I was intirely alone on the
che T had not forgotten the promise
made myself in the pesthouse so I de-
rmined to do the very best I could.
matter what happened. There were Ll
usands of cottontail rabbits that

e down from the adjoining hills to

3d on our hay and grain so I sent an
pder to Browning Bros. in Ogden for a
Biplstol with a ten lnch barrel and

dbout a thousand rounds of ammunltion
l8nd when it arrived I killed hundreds
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of them but made a.mistake when I feq
them to some sows. that were going o
gave birth to young ones for as 800N o
theirihe young were born the sows wwuﬁ
eat their young too,only ‘= few eseanéﬁ
After lambing Charlie asked me if T |
would put shoes on two teams of horsey
he was going to use hauling wool ang
other work on the roads? I had never dd
much of this kind of work but I told ﬂ
I would, we Had plenty of equipment t;]
work with,we had a blacksmith shop Wity
all kinds of fools,many had been left |
the ranchers who lived there before, 1|
took one horse at a time %o the shop
and went to work shoeing him and at lag
finished the job,I was quite proud oL my
self when Charlie complimented me on i
work. Later one .day he asked me to put
shoes on Jimmie his favorite saddle tha
year old horse ‘that had never been shot
before so after (Charlie went to town |
took Jirmmie out toum large front gate
‘that was make of two very heavy,tall p
witha crogs beam on top and I tied his
head ;6o one post .and stretched him out
by tieing his hind€8ne at a time to 110
other post 'in such a way he eould not
help himself but let me put :the shoes 0
but I never told Charlie how I did it.
Very often durring the stwmmer Charlic
and I ‘would ride out to see how the
range cattle were gebting along and wal
for 'mew born calves and as we mpode by
the ‘oat field that I had. taken very go
-calre of he gaid,"If I only had a way to
bind those oats we could feed them in
the bundle"; I./did not say anything
but-later I got to thinking,we had plér
of old mowing machines and dump rakes
that'would give me irons so when I was
left anone again I went to work and t0¢




Page 85

gsome of the rake teeth and streighten-
d them then fastened them to the eut-

sr bar of a mowing machine with a foot
gver so that when encough of the oats
gre cut and fell on the teeth it could
dumped wit the foot lever and anyone
pat knew how could bind them by hand,
gharlie had done some, hand binding and
fhen he come home again I told him what
had done and we decided to try it on.
he oat fileld,he got three other fellows
from the sheep camps and he instructed
s how to do it and each man was station-
2d at acorne® and when the mower reached
iis  corner he would immeditely follow

i bind down that side in that way we
jcut and bound the intire fileld and put
it up in shocks to dpyy cut. They were
wonderful'oats and Charlie said," If I
only had a way to thrash them out I per=-
haps would have snough oats to feed all
ur sheep horses all winter so I made
‘another suggestion,"the next time you
igo down to Brigham City why don't you go
‘into one of those machine shops and see,
‘maybe you could buy a second hand thrash-
fer that they have had returned for very
little that would do you for years?"

l Sure enough he did just that and foudd
‘a thrasher over on Henry's fork across
 green river that a fos had beén taken
‘as part payment on'a new machine but it
fwas still left ‘at his. place so Charlie

i bought the machine and horse power for
 two hundred dollars and sent Jack Mottt
and Dave Hatch after it with three teams
L to fetech the machine and horse power that
went with it. Right here I am-going %o

' t#ll about this Jack Mott who was a bilg
' husky man and had been in Rock Springs

' when I was there broke and out of work

' and seemed to be a very good natured

' and peaceful fellow until one day he
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had been drinking and he walked into
saloon and as he entered he jerkeq of'p
his coat and threw it with a vengance
at the bartender behind the bar,the
fellow apparently knew the reson and y,
sented it and a fight started,Jack 21
bed one of those electric cagar Lieht
that hung from a cord over the bar ang|
broke it loose,as it was nickle Plateg
and shone some one shouted"he's got a
and every one began to run from the 1o
even the bartender and when Jack had t
room all to himself the town marshal ty
ed to get Jack to come out and took ho)
of the door knob but Jack struck at hi
with the cigarlighter,for some time The
marshal pleaded with him to come out by
each time he tried to open the door Jag
would stike at him again at last the -
marshal told him if he-did'nt come out
he would shoot,Jack paid no attention
to the threat and at last the marshal
did shoot and struck Jack in his leg
stlll he continued to resist but at
length he opened the door and walked o
and up the sidewalk,the marshal called
to him to stop but he still paid no o:-
tension to the marshal so he fired ag:l
this time striking him again in the let
in the knee striking a bone which brou
him down. Jack was in the hospital for
long time but now he had got out and of
to work for Charlie. Mow back to the t
‘ashing machine,when Jack and Dave arri’
ed with it Jack began to set it and le
it and line up the horse power in the
right place which took him nearly a wet
in the mean time we had hauled all the
coats ans stacked them by the machine.
Our next probleum was to get our £ive
teamsato pull togather for some were ‘
large and slow,some were spiritted ani
fast,it was some time before we could |
get them to work however we dig and t0
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hine began to hum,Jack pretended to
‘the boss and 1nsisted on feeding the
while Fred Anderson,the shéep fore=
rove the teams on the horse power
3 of  the sheep herders were pitching
‘bundles,some were in the straw stack
le Charlie and I took care of the oats
lie was very happy for when we were
ghed he-had one hundred and eighty
sacks of the finest kind of oatse.
fhat summer before the thrashing three
socl cowboys came from the ranches in
orado togather with their foreman a
Lamb (this was the second MNr:Lamb I
id met) they had come up to gather some
the numerous herds of wild horses be-
ging to -the Company that had been al=-
ed: the open range so long that many
re not. branded and were very wild.
Fhey had a herd of saddle horses with
em which they rodée alternately which
yoealled their day herd,when they
ent aftéer the wild ones they would drive
'}e day herd out on the open range and
gry to get the wild ones to mix with it
en drive them all back to the big corral
hey had secured several when one even=
g Mr Lamb -said to-me,"Do you want to
ve some fun by going out with us to=
tow,we are going after the big white
ud ;! This white -stud was know near and
r because no-one had been able to get
m and his Jdarge bunch: of mares-into a
rral. The next morning I went with
em,we had not gone far before we saw
small herd and managed to get them mix-
yith the day herd and in thei bunch
§ an dron gran three year old stud.
We went on farther and soon apotted the
g White stud; ahd his bunch of mares
d some yemrlings for as soon as they
le colts 'got more than a year old he
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would chase them away from his buncy |
The white one and his bunch was abouti:
a mile away on the far edge of & bie
flat massa but by going a long way = |
around down a small ravine it was POyl
ible %o get on the far side of thenm S0l
Ir Lamb sent Has Boys one of his men
down this ravine and told him to got o
the other side and not to let them Segl
him until he came up from the other st
thun he was' to start them running in o o
“direction just as fastias he could go B
then down part way of this draw or ﬁwgr
he sent one of the others so when Hag |
had got them that far he was to lot hi
horse rest and the other boy was to i
up:the chase,the rest of us was’to holi |
the day herd out in plain sight on 2 his
flat piece of ground and wait and wate
we could see the White one very plainl
he would throw his head high and snort
so loud we could hear him,he would 1o%
the bunch go past him then like a stre
of lightafng he would again pass then
. again,Has chased them for about a mile
“in a sort of half circle to where the
other rider was who took up the chase
and tried to turn them our way and at
last he managed to do it and they join
ed the day herd and when the Whike onc
saw that Tron gray stalion they came _
togather like wild fire,they struck at
each other with theilr fore feet,bite v
with their teeth,kick at each other ur
til it seemed they were both very tirel
which helped very much ih getting then
to the corral. lMr Lamb had told us Ehatf
horse would never try to escape throu |
the 7'@MM of the herd so he and Has 00
the lead with one of us on either side
“and' the others.at the back and sure
enough as soon as we started the herd ’
one of the mares and a2 yearling attempﬁ;

-
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§ the broak through the front end of

sarling and just as he did so his sad-
e horse fell into a hole and threw him
it the lariat was fastendd to the sad-
e so 1t held him but that one mare got
jay,we managed to hold the rest and got
lem to the bilg corral and closed the
ite,inside of the big corral was a small-
8 round corral made extra high with heavy
)yles so after some very clever maneuver-
iz they managed to get a few inecluding
je. white one into this corral and lNr.
imb and Has on their best horses went

h and managed to throw a lariat around
|8 neck then another one on his hind
ggasand by pulling in opposite direct-
pns theystretched him out and he fell
hen they tied him securely, one of the
bys said as he tried to open his mouth
wonder how old he is", but he snapped
t him like a dog would do and almost

bt hils hand. After the white one was
nsterated they tded a rope around his
eck and back rather tight to his taill
this was to prevent him from running to
last in the day herd. “fter .they had as
gany horses as they could get they took
them and returned to Colorado nest thear
[ Sihitiewas brought back to our ranch
ut he was not the wild dangerous stud
iny more,they had broke him to the sad-
jle and even the children could ride him
and they needed a whip or quirt to made
him go he was that broken down and lazy
in spirit. Nearly every Sunday I would
Pide my horse called Billy out on the
ange to lock after the cattle,the Co-
mapany had about éne hundred and siXty
head,on one of these trips I came up to
sheep camp that belong to an old man
the neme of Finch and was being herd-
by a young boy who asked me to stop
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and have dimmer with him but the onl
meat he had was salt pork as olg many

Finch would not allow hi to kell anm
lambs or mutton, after I left hin Iy
rode west down near Green river and o8
comming back up a small draw I came y
on & bunch of antilope,they had not £
me so I dismounted and crawled for Sop
distance to the top of a small hill an
as I always carried that rifle that 1 |
bought from Pete Nelson on my saddls
took good aim at one of them that hag
his rear end towards me ,my bullet Sty
him in the hoek of the hind leg,then
glanced into hils throat,he fell but 2ol
to his feet again but with the helk of
my dog I caught and butchered it angd
put 1t on my saddle and took it back o
the boy and gave it to him and told hiy
to be sure and give 0ld man Finch a pay
so 1t would, not spoil because it was &)
far to carry it to the ranch. ‘

Charlie had met with the County Comis
sioners at Green River City and had rot
a county job making a road between his|
ranch and Rock Springs instead of goin
down and. crossing Green river. I had |
previously made a go devil by taking
two very heavy timbers about four by
twelve inches and twelve feet long and
made them into a Vshape with a hitch
about two feet from the nose of the V
so when a chain was hooked there it co
pelled the nose to dig into the side ofl
the hiffs on a digway and smoothe it forg
a road especially when we loaded it wil
large heavy boulders and hooked four of
our largest horses to it,I had also 1ol
ed mowing machine cutter bars to the of
on the underside.

When I first came to the ranch lrs Daﬂ
was there with her three small gi:t:].s,of-"I
day while Charlie and I were making 2
shed little Luch about two years old v’
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Bying near by when Charlie stop for
Biintite and sald?) I wonder who I am
fing all this work for" little Lucy

bke and said,"for me Daddy," yes I
ppose 1in about twenty years you and

e no account guy will reap the be-
fite. lirs Davis was a very good hand

i making yellow cornmeal bread and I
ftso I'surely enjoyed it but she and

e children left soon after my arrival
i live in Brigham City so the children
mld go to school but on several occa=-
ons she returned a while.

jarlie was avery industerous man,in the
nter time he would always geb up at

lve o'clock in the mornings and he got
} in the same habilt,we would take our
ighted lanterns and go down to the horse
irn where we had two teams of horses

id after £illing thelir mangers with hay
d cleaning the stable,he would curry
ie team and I the other for no apparent
pason than to kill time then we would

D back to the house and eat breakfast
hd sit around and wailt for daylight

hen. if the snow was not to deep We would
rub sage brush to clean more ground for
By and grain or saw and split wood.
Bbout a mile ap so up the ranch where
h1old stable stood where a rancher had
nce lived was a small bridge across a
ittle stream of water where the road
furned near the old stable,it was snow-
ing 'a kittle and as I passed this stable
[ waw something jump past fheldpehing
fhatide where the door had once been so

[ drew my rifle and fired .into the stable
put came a large gray wolf,however it
Was not grey now for it had lost all 1ts
hair with some sort of disease,as I turn-
in my saddle Ishot at it again just as

it was crossing this small bridge ARd
he fell over in the water for I had hit
thim in the rear end,the bullet going
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through the intire length of hig bog
killing him almost instantly howevoy!
the hide or fur was no good and alj .|
could get for it was the Cpunty bount,|
I was on my way to grub some sage b I}
a little farther up and while T Wass*'
working there that day abput ten o' el
I saw a bob cat comming dowi? through thd
snow on the shady side of the hilllm%
ed for the other sunny side of the nanil
valley there,I watched him as he clim?
ed the high cliff and as he stopped oy
a very high ledge I fired at him,he gy
one blg jump and handed about fifty fof
below dead as a door nail. .

That evening when I went down to a
small shed and corral below the house f
feed some calves we had there I found:
most beautiful and the largest bob cat
I ever saw in a trap I had set a few ¢ -
before,he was not only beutiful but -l
mighty furious but with my little 22 1 -
soon finished him and returned to ths
house thinking I had done pretty well
doing away with predatory sanimals for
one days Charlie got the ildea he could
run cattle like he did sheep by keepin |
the bulls away from the cows except fa
certain time so all the cows would cal
at the same time so he had all five of
his white faced bulls brought in and 7
in the bilg corral and in the corner o’
this corral was the small skresmof wot
the fence made in such a way that what
ever was in the corral could get there
for water.these bulls reminded me of
some people I have known,they would gt
along very well for a time then for no
apparent reason a fight would start an
maybe the whole bunch would pick on on
singled out and when this would happen
they would make an awfdl noise,one day
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neard them and knew something was
ng,l ran down and as I ran I picked
a long,light pole but I was afraid
get in the corral with them for four
of. them wereall hammering away at the
1fth one and they had him down in the
orner in the water on his back and
buld likely kill him if something was
ot done,I climbed the fence near them

nd began hammering away at them with
he pole and soon one by one they left
im and he wa s allowed to get up al-
hough: e had been gored ummercifully so
harlic decided he better abandon that
des and turned them loose again with
he herds. The second summer I was there
harlie hired a fellow from lissourl by
the name of Fred something and he and I
lere alone on bthe ranch,Il went down below
o do some irrigating and when I rode
v horse back to near the stables which
ere on high ground I saw two deer in
sur meddow in the tall grass acouple
undred yards away,Fred was working in
-he garden that was lower ground so he
had not seem them,l called to him and
asked,"Do you want to see some deer?"
e came running and said"take a shot at
\that buck", they could see me and stodd
still*while I got down off my horse and
llayed ‘my gun across'a fence raill and
‘fired,the buck fell bub immeditely got
lto his feet again,l ran up there on foot
' and after a long search I found him in
| the creek bed trying to climb up & rath-
' er slippery bank with a broken hind leg
' as)got real close to him he looked at
! me with those great blg brown eyes and

' T must admit I really felt ashamed of
- myself he looked so pleadinly at me,
B gt411 T just had to finish him,he prov-
i o3 Lo be very good meat and I sent @
large emount of the meat up to the herds

of sheep for the men there.
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I 'had found a new way to go fishing
down below the ranch house a dttle’y, :
in the willows I found a place where'%'l
trout would come to a riffle to Spaunp lé
some of thelm over a foot long,there 'f§
would be dosens of them on & shallow

Plffle,so shallow that at times I coyyl

see their back fin out of the water S?J
crept quietly to a place near them amﬂf
I would select the largest one and ta%{
very careful aim I would shoot him in
the head with my 22 pistol,ofcoarse tm!
rest would scatter but in a little whiy
they would come back and I would repeat
the performence until T had enough.

When Mrs Davis nmade one of Hep period.
lc visits to the ranech Charlie asked M
to to go fishing so she and children
could have a taste of trout.

I think it was about the first of Maro
when I went to work for Charlie and Congu
tinued for nearly two years wilthout = ‘
latoff and worked steadily every day ox
cept one time when we were getting reaq
for haying,fixing the mowers,T had shanm
ened one of the mower knives and was
trying to push it into the cutter bar
when it sorta stuck so I told the fells
helping me to'wait a minute"as T put my)
index finger on the blade to Push it
down and as I did so he gave it a kick
with his big foot and cut the.end of my.
finger off,it took about half of my nai
and a little grissle off the end of the
bones- Jack Mott whom I have.mentioned
before was there and sinee he had been 4
in the hospitel so long he thought he !
knew what to do so he went with me to |
the bunk house and on the way he took
a large chew of tobaceo in his mouth 3
and chewed it just enough to make it b
soft and then dobbed it on my finger an’
wrapped it up,I sat on my bunk for a !
short time and then keeled over on the

B W W PR L T
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I was in the habit of smoking
tts but that fresh tobaeco juice
too much for me,however I got over
a llittle while and the' tobacco
, removed from my finger but I had a
s sore finger for a long tlme and as
gatarted haying Charlie told me I bet-
i drive the mowing machine it would
asier on the finger and he would do
work on the hay stack,that day I
red for about ‘three hours when Charlie
le over to mé and told me he just could
do the stecking and that I would have
ry and do it,so I went to the stack
| that evening when the rest went home
yed to streighten up the stack be=-
se Charlie had let it get in such a
e I wanted to rake 1t down and get
looking more like a haystack,while
ng it I got up a very good sweat and
n I mounted my horse and rode home
n 2 rather brisk wind,the next morning
Lhad a very bad cold,my throat was very
jore ‘and I was sick. Mrs Davis was there
she doctered me and I was soon al=-
tigcht again but for two or three days
B iid!nt work. i el |
! After haying Mrs Davis left again and
were compelled to do our own cooking
day Charlie said,"I wish I could
nd = ‘good woman to ‘come and cook for
s,"Jack spoke up and said,"I'll go add
et my wife" we all burst out laughing
or not ‘ons of us had heard of him hav-
; a wife but he was serious apout it
tand Charlie let him take a team and wag-
n to go down Vernal way some place to
get his wife and sure enough in a few
days he returned with a wife and three
‘kids,his wife was not the best cook in
the world,she would cook potatoes and
‘gravy three time a day so onc time Chr-
'lie told her she need not cook supper
fon Sunday nights,we can get along with

@I: 5




bread and milk for sundays nichts g0
that was what wengot and nothing else
ofcoarse Charlie meant we could do wii
bread and milk or some cold lunch.
Iy brother Kib had written to me asks

otes so I told Charlie I was going to
“-quit,he acted Serddusly sorry to see
280 and I really beleive he was sorry f
we--had: got along so awful well- togath
infact he had got to a point where in
stead of telling me what to do he woulf
ask me what to do,I -had been vew happy
~ and contented- there, he said,"Well if
~you are determined to leave there is
nothing I can do about-dt," I am going
in to Green River with some beef for
the butcher and if you would like to
go with me as a last job .I can bring f
"saddle horses back and the teams will
- bring your belongings in for you,



